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Understanding Sustainable Development
 Sustainable development is defined as
“meeting the needs of the present generation
without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs”

(World Commission on the Environment and Development, 1987: 43)

 Holistic integration of economic, environmental, social and cultural
development.
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Understanding Sustainable Development
(cont’d)
 Whose values, underlying ethics, inform decision making on ’good’
and ’bad’ development impacts and practices?
 Who has the power and knowledge to decide what’s worth
preserving for present and future generations?
 How do stakeholder perceptions and values influence actions that
may facilitate sustainable transition processes?
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Values and valuing …
• Values can be seen as determining priorities, as internal compasses or
as springboards for action resembling moral or ethical imperatives
that guide action (Oyserman, 2001)
• Valuing actively attribute specific meanings to nature and/or cultural
sites
• May provide ‘evidence’ that the nation is distinctive.
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UNESCO’s Outstanding Universal Value
Outstanding Universal Value
is the cultural and/or natural
significance, which is exceptional enough
to transcend national boundaries and to
be relevant and important to the global
community, both now and in the future.

“The cultural and natural heritage is among the
priceless and irreplaceable assets, not only of each
nation, but of humanity as a whole.
The loss, through deterioration or disappearance,
of any of these most prized assets constitutes an
impoverishment of the heritage of all the peoples
of the world.” (UNESCO, 1972)
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Valuing nature in the sustainable
development of World Heritage sites

(Liburd & Becken, 2017: 5)
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Valuing culture and cultural heritage in the
sustainable development of World Heritage sites
• Culture and cultural heritage are not only immaterial essences and
hidden values, but something exchanged through practices and
communities between people, things, physical constructions and
places
• Culture and cultural heritage belongs to somebody who identifies
him/herself with others, things, physical constructions and places
• Even the entire world!
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Valuing tourism in the sustainable
development of World Heritage sites
• The recognition that World Heritage Sites are inextricably linked to
tourism calls for sustainable development in order “to manage all
resources so that economic, social and aesthetic needs can be
fulfilled while maintaining cultural integrity, essential ecological
processes, biological diversity, and life support systems”
(UN World Tourism Organization, 2001).
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Valuing tourism in the sustainable
development of World Heritage sites cont’d
Is tourism a goal?
• A means?
• Or both?
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Valuing Stewardship with others
 Neubaum (2013) defines stewardship as “caring and loyal devotion
to an organization, institution, or social group” (p. 2)
 Informal governance is exercised by stewards who care, display loyal
devotion and identify with the conservation of World Heritage sites
beyond own and state interests
 The concept of stewardship puts emphasis on the people involved in
conservation efforts, their values and dynamic interrelations (Liburd
& Becken, 2017).
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Valuing others in World Heritage stewardship
“To live a good life with and for others in just institutions” (Ricoeur,
1992: 172)
 “Other-regarding ethics” How might I act, and what might we want
for the future?
• I propose that stewardship transcends sustainability in its concern
with caring for, shaping the interests of, and advancing society.
• It implies taking responsibility for World Heritage and the changing
world with others!
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Another view on sustainability, WH, integrity
Integrity and preservation of culture and nature is a premise for sustainable
(tourism) development
 Why does sustainable development not frame all planning documents?

Strenghten local pride and identity based on stewardship, which is imbued by
global responsibilities to protect WH sites
Memorable experiences with our guests

 Involve tourists and visitors (in sustainability): Don’t just give them what you think they
want!

How can each WH site best support such processes, which takes time, funding
and commitment?
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Conclusions
UNESCO World Heritage is a latent, potentially powerful driver towards more
sustainable practices through conservation of nature and culture
Understanding the shifting values of nature, culture and tourism in UNESCO
World Heritage stewardship reveal potentials for advancing nature
conservation, governance mechanisms, and the scientific possibilities for realworld engagement and collaboration with others
In other words: It is people who care for each other, nature, culture and
planet Earth – or not!
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Want to know more?

Questions please 
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