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RECONCILIATION

PEACE BUILDING

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

- safe space for encounter 

CULTURAL HERITAGE

enabling: 

processes surrounding its preservation

- active engagement, representation, inclusion 

- heritage giving

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT

WESTERN BALKANS
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina
Serbia

Albania

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Serbia

Albania
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Mostar bridge

Reconstructed

World Heritage Site designated in 2005

COMPLICATED LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

BASING  ITSELF ON OUTDATED AND 

DIFFERENT LEGAL INSTRUMENTS ALL 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY

46% OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 

ASSETS WERE  DESTROYED IN 

1992-1995 WAR; A LONG POST-WAR 

RECONSTRUCTION FOLLOWED AFTER

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 

National Museum, Sarajevo

Beginning of 20th Century

REGISTER: 877 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

ASSETS OF HIGHEST NATIONAL 

IMPORTANCE

3 ASSETS INSCRIBED AS WHS

STATE INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS TO 

0,04% OF STATE BUDGET DIRECTED TO 

CULTURAL HERITAGE

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
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Dizdar mosque, Jajce

19th Century

The Natural and Architectural Ansamble

of Jajce – on a tentative list to World 

Heritage since 2006

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 

Wine Complexes Negotin

On a tentative List for World Heritage 

since 2010

UNIFIED LEGAL FRAMEWORK

REGISTER:

782 CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSETS OF HIGHEST 

NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

4 ASSETS INSCRIBED AS WHS

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
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World Heritage Site, Stari Ras I Sopocani

Designated in 1979

STATE INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS TO 0,06% OF 

STATE BUDGET DIRECTED TO CULTURAL 

HERITAGE

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 

Wine Complexes Negotin

On a tentative List for World Heritage

Timber and stone structure from 17th

century; 

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
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World Heritage Site, Gjirokastra

Designated in 2005

NEW LAW FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE AND 

MUSEUMS – 27/2018

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 

World Heritage Site Butrint

Designated in 1992

REGISTER:

1486 CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSETS OF HIGHEST 

NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

3 ASSETS INSCRIBED AS WHS

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
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World Heritage Site, Berat

Designated in 2008 – with Gjirokastra

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 

Apolonia Archaeological Park

STATE INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS TO 0,04% OF 

STATE BUDGET DIRECTED TO CULTURAL 

HERITAGE

CULTURAL HERITAGE CONTEXT 
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The foundation Cultural Heritage without Borders, CHwB

is an independent non- governmental organization dedicated to rescuing 

and preserving tangible and intangible cultural heritage affected by conflict, 

neglect or natural disasters. CHwB is neutral when it comes to 

conflicting parties because everyone has the right to enjoy cultural 

heritage. We consider heritage to be a testimony of our humanity, 

history and cultural identity – now and for the future. 

WHO WE ARE

Our vision is that everyone has the right to enjoy, have access to, and 

participate in cultural heritage.

Our mission is that heritage is used …

… as a right & a resource

… to strengthen peace building

… to promote economic development

WE RESTORE AND BUILD RELATIONS
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Early post-conflict reconstruction

1996 2005

Mid-term social recovery

2002 2010

Long-term stability / economic development/ 

creating opportunities/reinforcing peaceful co-existence

2002 ONGOING

20+ YEARS in WESTERN BALKANS

SAFE SPACE FOR ENCOUNTER

Setting up a workforce of men and

women from different ethnic or religious

backgrounds means that people who

would never otherwise have interacted,

have a chance to meet.

They gain an opportunity to get to know

each other, trust each other and build

something together.
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2007 2018
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Gjirokastra, Albania Jajce, B&H
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Rogljevo, Serbia Rogljevo, Serbia
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“I found it really difficult [being at the camp

sometimes]. Beside nostalgia and enthusiasm for

past times and similar cultural background, I tried to

ignore wars that happened. So, I found it difficult to

deal with that fact because in my own family history

I don’t have any close relation to war, and when I

saw… baggage that other people have... I don’t

know, there was an actually tension, and I think that

all of us tried to deal with overcoming [our] personal

histories...” (Rocker 2017:8)

Observation of a participant documented by PhD candidate Ms Kailey Rocker as part 

of her PhD studies at Department of Anthropology at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA.

ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT, REPRESENTATION, INCLUSION

Transitional societal contexts usually results

in boosting certain social groups and depriving

others.

Making heritage preservation processes engage

children, empower craftspeople, create a 

dialogue over joint narratives is essential seed

for future appreciation and heritage protection
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HERITAGE GIVING 

For a local monument owner is not immediately

clear that the treasure he/she poses contains

both an extraordinary historical value but is also

heavy on its economical potential.

By creating models and by engaging local owners

artists, artisans heritage becomes the backbone

of economical giving
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Gjirokastra
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Gjirokastra
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Benefit for small local businesses

47

48



12/18/2019

49

50



12/18/2019

OUR ANGELS AND DEAMONS
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START WITH DEAMONS

”MORALISTS”

”DEVELOPERS”
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”POLITITIANS”

OUR ANGELS
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Heritage built assets and processes their preservation instigates

are probably most flexible platforms for engagement, inclusion 

and empowerment

Since built heritage assets are embodiment of our creation and existence

the direct way to create a sense of pride and responsibility of an individual who

would care for their protection is to practically engage them.

And do this with everyone around us! From young to old, from teacher

to craftsperson, from citizen to a politician!

Every action shall create a new sense of individual ownership, and that is a

good guarantee for a future preservation.

CONCLUSIONS

THANK YOU!

lejla.hadzic@chwb.org

www.chwb.org/albania
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