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43rd session of the World Heritage Committee 

• Baku, Azerbaijan, 30 June – 10 July 2019

• 21 Committee Members

• 2300 participants

• The Norwegian Delegation (2017 – 2021):

- The Ministry of Climate and Environment

- The Directorate of Cultural Heritage 

- The Norwegian Environment Agency 

- The Norwegian Delegation to UNESCO
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Other challenges

• Resistance towards 

established mechanisms to 

improve the State of 

Conservation of World 

Heritage Properties:

- Danger Listing

- Reactive monitoring 

mission

- Impact Assessments

• Human rights concerns 

• The misconception of 

sustainable development

Sustainable Development and World Heritage

“We are eroding the very foundations of 

our economies, livelihoods, food 

security, health and quality of life 

worldwide". 

IPBES Chairman, Bob Watson
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Other highlights

• Reform of the Nomination Process  

• Inscription of Islands and 

Protected Areas of the Gulf of 

California/Mexico on the List of World 

Heritage in Danger– a property in need 

of urgent action to avoid extinction of 

species 

• Removal of two cultural properties 

from the List of World Heritage in 

Danger 

• For Norway: stronger alliances 

and increased strategic understanding 

= improved ability to influence decisions
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Behind the scenes

• Working groups

• Making compromises to reach

consensus

• Damage control

• The case of Sundarbans

/Bangladesh
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District San Fang Qi Xiang(三坊七巷), China 

Working towards 44COM in China 

• Strive to maintain and restore integrity of the 

Convention by contributing science-based 

decisions

• Pursue decisions that generate effective 

conservation efforts

• Continue work on the Nomination Reform

• Strengthen and expand alliances

• Continue constructive dialogue with other 

stakeholders (our Nordic neighbours, civil society, 

ABs and WHC)

• Work for long-term Norwegian funding for 

protection of natural heritage under threat

The Nordic 
Community

• Joining forces 

• Commitment 

• Maintaining the integrity 

and credibility of the 

Convention 

• Walking the talk
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